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THE 

PRINCIPLES  of  the  British 
Constitution  alTerted,  &^c. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  THANK  you  heartily  for  fending  me 
Mr.  Fojler's  account  of  the  behaviour  of 
Lord  Kilmarnock ;  and  as  I  find  by  a 
Letter  in  the  Wejiminftcr  "Journal^  of  the 
13th  current,  that  the  behaviour  of  the  two 
rebel  Lords  at  their  execution,  has  occafioned 
/arious  fpeculation;  and  that  the  converfa- 
tion  of  the  town  has  turned  much  on  the 
propriety  of  it ;  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
difclofing  to  you  fome  of  my  fentimentSj 
with  regard  to  the  cataftrophe  of  thefe  two 
Lords :  That  which  chiefly  induces  me  to 
it,  is,  I  hope,  a  generous  indignation  againft 
the  Letter  puWifhed  in  the  aforefaid  Journal', 
wherein,  tho*  I  plainly  perceive  a  fpirit  in- 
violably attached   to  our  happy  confiitution, 
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yet  the  author  feems  to  me  to  breathe  too 
much  of  arrogance  and  prefumption,  and  to 
difcover  a  very  great  degree  of  ignorance, 
with  refped:  to  the  nature  of  man,  and  the 
force  and  genius  of  thofe  principles  where- 
withal he  may  be  influenced. 

This  author  acquaints  us,  that  in  the  ge- 
neral opinion  Lord  Kilmarnock  was  truly  pe- 
nitent,  and    died    like  a    Chriftian,    which 
feems  to  lay  open  his   fellow-fufFerer,  to  a 
very  odious  imputation,  as  if  his  behaviour 
had  been  contrary  to  the  charafter  ofchrifti 
anity  -,  tho'  a  confcious  fincerity  in  the  belief 
and  profeflion  of  that  religion,  a  thing  not 
impoflible  to  one  in  Lord  Balmerino'^  cir 
cumftances,    has    infpired   myriads   with    a 
courage,   refolution,    and  chearfulnefs  fup< 
rior  to  any  thing  exhibited  by   that  Lord 
As  to  Lord  Kilmarnock^  befides  that  he  nevf^:' 
had  the  conftitutional  courage  of  Bahnerin\^ 
he  had  imbibed  the  principles  of  liberty  fron.. 
his  earlieft  inflmcy,  had  them  powerfully  ir 
culcated  by  a  generous  and  liberal  educatioi 
and  by  the  mild  authority  of  an  afFedlionafc 
father  :  Thefe  principles  he  had  alfo  openly 
profeffed  and  efpoufed,  To  foon  as  he  entert^d 
upon  the  world,  and  was  never  fufpe<fled  rF 
being   tainted  with  yacobitifm^  till  he  late  v 
joined  ihe   rebels.     When  therefore  he  v 
brought    to    a    fcaffold,    where     the   faLli 
images,  which  had  traniiently  dazzled  a. id 
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enfnared  him,  vanifhed ;  it  was  but  natural 
for  the  principles  of  his  education  to  operate, 
to  refume  their  antient  authority,  and  exert 
their  power  ;  efpecially  as  they  had  formerly 
been  curbed  and  retrained,  only  by  chime- 
rical delulion  and  artful  fafcination  :  A  body 
will  necefHirily  devolve  to  the  centre,  when 
all  obftrudions  are  once  taken  out  of  the  way; 
this  eafily  accounts  for  his  penitence,  and  I 
join  iflue  with  this  author  in  believing  the 
iincerity  of  it. 

As  for  poor  Balmerino,  this  pofitive  author 
won't  allow  any  the  leaft  degree  of  merit  tore- 
fult  to  him,  from  his  fleadinefs  in  the  caufe 
he  had  engaged  in  :  he  reprefents  his  firmnefs 
'ind  intrepidity,  as  an  aggravation  of  his  guilt; 
defcribes  him  as  obflinately,  incorrigibly  and 
highly  wicked  ;  tells  us,  that  he  had  not  the 
leaft  pretence  to  confidence  in  God  ;  that  in 
laying  he  had,  he  played  the  hypocrite  ;  and 
that  he-was  a  man  invincibly  obftinate  ;  cha- 
raders  attrocioufly  black  indeed.  I  entirely 
agree  with  this  author,  however,  in  his  poli- 
tical principles  and  notions  of  government  ; 
but  tW  perhaps  there  is  not  a  man  in  Eng- 
land more  fincerely  attached  to  the  liber- 
ties of  mankind,  and  our  prefent  eftablifh- 
ment,  or  a  greater  enemy  to  tyranny  and 
oppreffion  of  all  kinds  than  myfelf,  yet  I 
can  by  no  means  go  fuch  lengths  as  this  wri^ 
ter  does. 
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Did  Lord  Bahnerino's  fteadinefs  and  Intre- 
pidity argue,  or  infer,  by  any  pretence  of  good 
reafon,  that  the  principles  of  Jacobitifm  are 
true  and  falutary,  as  this  author  feems  to 
apprehend,  when  he  tells  us,  that  by  reafon 
of  it,  fome  are  inclined  to  have  a  more  favour- 
able opinion  of  his  caufe.  I  own  he  might 
have  here  occafion  to  be  angry  with  his  Lord-^ 
Jhifs  behaviour  :  but  I  believe,  every  unpre- 
judiced man  will  acquiefce  in  what  Mr.  Fojier 
fays  on  this  head,  ''  7hat  in  no  cafe  can  we^ 
^^  from  the  boldnefs  and  intrepidity  of  the  fuf- 
^yferer^  infer  the  jujlnefs  and  goodnefs  of  his 
^^  principles,'*  Almofl  all  religions,  however 
different  and  contradiftory  to  each  other,  may 
boaft  of  martyrs,  who  have  fealed  them  with 
their  blood  ;  and  yet  this  can  never  be  rec- 
koned any  reafonable  proof  of  the  truth  and 
jnftice  of  them,  unlefs  he  would  reconcile 
contradidions.  Chriftianity  has  had  its  noble 
army  of  martyrs,  and  yet,  notwithftanding, 
the  ableft  defenders  of  it  will  not  venture  its 
divine  authority  upon  this  fole  evidence  5  for 
at  the  utmoft,  it  can  prove  nodiing  but  the 
fincerity^  and  not  the  infallibility  of  the  per- 
fons  who  fuffered :  and  fincerity,  fallibility, 
and  deluiion  are  by  no  means  oppofite  and 
con  trad icflory  charaflers  in  human  nature, 
Jtdius  Ccfar  behaved  with  great  decency  and 
refolution,  when  put  to  death  in  the  fenate- 
houfe  5  but  this   can't    pofiibly  acquit  him 
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from  the  charge  of  Tyranny  and  ufurpation, 
for  he  was  certainly  a  moft  notorious  invader, 
and  mercilefs  oppreffor  of  the  rights  of  his 
country.  Even  the  annals  of  Tyburn  will  fur- 
nifli  us  with  many  monuments  of  refolution 
and  boldnefs,  and  yet  this  can  never  prove 
the  innocence  or  jufticeof  felony  or  treafon. 

Did  Lord  Balmermo*s  behaviour  infer  the 
iniquity  or  injuftice  of  the  fentence  pafled  on 
him  by  his  Peers^  I  could  alfo  excufe  this 
author's  want  of  charity  ;  but  no  fuch  infe- 
rence can,  by  any  colour  of  argument,  be 
drawn  from  it.  The  majority  of  any  fo- 
ciety,  or  fuch  as  are  pofleffed  with  the 
(Irength,  power,  and  privileges  ofthefocie- 
ty,  have  a  natural,  unalienable,  hereditary, 
or,  if  you  pleafe  to  call  it,  a  divine  right ^  (for 
the  voice  of  nature  is  the  voice  of  God)  to 
conftitute  and  eftablifh  among  themfelves, 
whatfoever  form  of  government  to  them  ap- 
pears beft ;  and  if  there  happens,  in  any  fo- 
ciety,  to  be  a  minority,  who  differ  from  the 
majority  in  their  fentiments  about  the  parti- 
cular mode  of  being  governed,  they  ought 
reafonably  and  peaceably  to  aequiefce  in  the 
judgment  of  the  majority,  or  elfe  withdraw 
themfelves  to  fome  other  fociety^  for  it 
would  be  the  blackeft  ingratitude  and 
treachery,  to  live  under  the  protection  of 
any  fociety,  and  reap  the  advantages  of  it, 
and  at  the  fame  time  lye  in  wait  for  an 
opportunity  to  deftroy  and  fubvert  it.     Such 
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as  make  ufe  of  the  power  and  authority  of 
any  fociety,  for  the  fecurity  of  their  Uber- 
ties  and  properties,  are  virtually  to  be  con- 
flrued  as  well  afrefted  to  the  interefts  of 
that  fociety.  But  if  fuch  a  perfidious,  un- 
grateful fadion,  (hould,  by  fome  ftrange  fa- 
tality, prove  fuccefsful  in  their  treafonable 
defigns,  how  difaftrous  mud  the  confequence 
be  ?  It  behoved  neceflarily  to  introduce  all 
the  terrible  fcenes  of  tyranny,  flavery,  op- 
preflion  and  bloodflied,  as  it  would  fubjedl 
the  many  to  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure  of 
the  few,  who,  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
own  authority,  would  opprefs  and  deftroy 
all  fuch  as  oppofed  it,  and  thereby  eradicate 
all  notions  of  juftice  and  right. 

This  is  precifely  the  cafe  of  the  yacobites^ 
who,  tho'  too  numerous  indeed,  are  only  a 
fmall  minority',  and  refolutely  continuing 
loyal  to  an  exil'd  family,  as  they  term  it, 
whofe  progenitors  on  the  Britifo  throne,  be- 
ing notorioufly  guilty  of  many  afts  of  ty- 
ranny, both  civil  and  religious,  the  throne 
became  thereby  vacant,  and  their  immediate 
defendants  of  the  popi(h  line,  were  folemn- 
ly  abjured  by  the  nation.  Even  this  family, 
this  popijh  family,  would  the  Jacobites,  from 
abfurd  principles  of  loyalty,  fairy  notions  of 
unalienable  right,  and  falfe  fqntiments  of 
heroic  patriotifm,  reftore  and  re-inthrone,  a- 
gainft  the  will,  and  in  contradidtion  to  the 
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fenfe  of  a  vaji  majority  ;  is  this  majority  to 
be  blamed  then,  for  crufhing  this  prefump- 
tuous,  unnatural,  perfidious  and  refllefs  fac- 
tion, and  taking  off  the  heads  of  its  princi- 
pals ?     Does  not  the  law  of  felf-prefervation 
juftify  them,  in  taking  all  proper  methods  for 
the  fecurity  of  their  own  happinefs,  and  con- 
fequently  vindicate  the  fentence  paffed  on  the 
rebel  Lords  ?     Methinks  no  man  of  common 
fenfe,  can  well  deny  the  juftice  of  this  rea- 
foning.     Whether  Lord  Balmerino's  political 
principles  be  right  or  wrong,  is  not  then  fo 
much  the  queftion  :  for  let  them  be  rights 
or  let  them  be  wrongs  the  ftate,  the  fociety, 
the  majority  were  compelled  by  the  law  of 
felf-prefervation^  one  of  the  primary  laws  of 
nature,  to  deftroy   and  crufli  that  minority^ 
which  otherwife  would  have   crufhed   and 
deftroyed  them:    Salus  popidi fuprema  lex: 
If  a  man  attempts  to  cut  my  throat,  I  never 
confider  the  principles  that  excite  him,  but 
difpatch  him  immediately,  if  I  can. 

Bui:  all  thefe  confiderations  notwithftand- 
ing,  is  it  impoffible  to  fuppofe  a  yacobite, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  rebellion,  to  have 
adted  in  confequen.ce  of  the  real  dictates  of 
his  confciencc  ?  If  any  man  (hould  be  fo 
pofitive,  as  our  author  feems  to  be,  to  af- 
fume  the  negative,  and  maintain  that  fuch  a 
fuppofition  cannot  be  made,  he  virtually  af- 
ferts,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  men  of  common 

capa- 
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capacity  to  be  fubjedt  to  deception  of  judg* 
ment,  or,  by  any  prejudices  or  prepofleffions 
whatfoever,  to  be  deluded  in  matters  of  nao- 
ment  and  confequence  j  than  which  a  greater 
abfardity  cannot  poflibly  be  advanced,  as  it 
is  contrary  to  the  univerfal  experience  of 
mankind,  and  the  hiftory  of  human  nature 
in  all  ages. 

The  prejudices  of  education  are  fometimes 
irrefiftibly  powerful,  and  operate  with  a 
kind  of  magic  influence  :  There  have  been 
many  perfons,  who  would  have  mounted  a 
breach,  or  marched  up  to  the  front  of  a  bat- 
tery, with  great  intrepidity,  who,  by  reafon 
of  impreffions  ftamped  upon  them  during 
their  infancy,  would  not,  nay  could  not  for 
the  world,  "fleep  in  a  room  by  themfelves ; 
and  this  in  defiance  of  the  plaineft  dilates  of 
their  better  reafon,  and  the  undeniable  fenti- 
ments  of  a  well  informed  judgment. 

Loyalty  is  a  virtue,  or  rather  a  complexion 
of  virtues,  which  wears  a  very  amiable  and. 
venerable  appearance.  It  is  a  compound 
made  up  of  juftice,  truth,  fidelity,  grati- 
tude, honour,  and  the  love  of  one's  coun- 
try  ;'  and  this  lovely  form  is  apt  to  make  the 
deepeft  impreffions  on  great  and  generous 
minds :  What  alfo  goes  under  the  name  of 
Drop^rty  and  right,  is  a  moHfacredtdea,  and 
is  one  of  the  great  pillars  whereby  the  liber- 
ties  of  mankind  are  fupported.     But  fuch  is 
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the  frailty  of  our  prefent  Hate  of  being,  that 
very  often  men  of  good  genius,  and  honefl 
hearts,  have  been  induced,  from  a  varfbty 
of  caufes,  to  form  irregular  and  abfurd  af- 
foci'ations  of  ideas  ^  and  when  once  fuch  aflb- 
ciations  have  been  formed,  whether  by  edu- 
cation, cullom,  example,  or  partial  judg- 
ment, and  have  thereby  acquired  the  power 
of  habits,  it  becomes  one  of  the  mofl  diffi- 
cult things  in  the  world  to  break  th^  fpellj^ 
and  diffolve  thefe  unnatural  affemblages,  I 
prefume  every  man,  who  impartially  refledls 
on  his  own  temper  and  condi.dt,  muft  rea- 
dily acknowledge  the  propriety  of  this  obfer-=J 
vation. 

May  we  not  fuppofe  a  man,  pofiefled  with 
high  notions  of  loyalty  and  right,  who,  by 
virtue  of  education,  example,  and  a  variety 
of  other  caufes,  has  come  fo  flridly  to  afTo- 
date  thefe  ideas  of  loyalty  and  right,  with 
the  indefeafible  hereditary  fucceffion  of  Kings, 
as  to  render  it  extremely  difficult  for  him  to 
diffolve  the  affociatlon.  The  principles  of 
hereditary  right,  monftroufly  abfurd  as  they 
appear  to  us,  and  as  I  believe  do  to  all  un- 
prejudiced perfons,  yet  have  been  afferted 
by  men  of  good  undei  {landing,  and  unquef- 
tionable  fincerity.  To  fubjed  the  people  of 
any  Prince  to  the  authority  of  a  foreign 
Power,  is  moft  certainly  a  very  ridiculous 
folecifm  in  government  ;  and  yet  Sir  T/jo?22ai 
More^  one  of  the  finefl  wits  of  the  age,  fuf- 
C  fcred 
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fered  for   his   acU:ierence  to   this  tenet,  and 
fuftercd  with  a  noble  philofophical  ferenity. 
Mr.  Chilhngwcrth^  a  man  of  vaft  compafs  of 
learning  and  folid  judgment,  was  fo  unhap- 
py, as  to  renoi^.nce  the  principles  of  the  re- 
formation,   and  fwallow  all  the  monftrous 
abfurdities  of  Fopery,  becaufe  he  was  then 
convinced,  that  the  church  of  Rome  was  the 
only  true  church;  and  furely  there  is  no* 
thing  more    felf-contradiftory    in  the  doc- 
trine of  hereditary    indefeafible  right,  than 
in  the   doftrines  of  tranfubftantiation,   and 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope.     The  belief  oi 
abfurd'and  felf~contradl6tory  doftrines,  is  no 
aro;ument  of  hypocrify  and  infmcerity,  other- 
wffe  we  muft  affert,  that  men  are  never  fm- 
cere,    but  when  they    are  in  the  right,  or 
that  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  a  man'ji 
following  the  didates  of  a  mifmformed  con- 
fcience  with  fmcerity,  which  would  be  ridi- 
culous. 

Having  previoufly  offered  thefe  general  eon- 
fiderations,  I  fhall  now  endeavour  more  parti- 
cularly to  lay  open  the  fallacy  of  our  author', 
reafonings,  whereby  he  would  fa ften  an  in 
X  deiible  -odium  on   the  charader  of  the  lat-^ 
Lord  Balmerino,  and  tranfmit  his  fanie  t 
pofterity,  with  an  everlafting  brand  of  infa- 
my.    Methinks  the  crime  of  rebellion  bringn 
a  fuflicient  ftain  on  his   memory,  withou 
fullylng  his  laft  moments  with  the  unchari  ^ 
table  imputations  of  invincible  obftinacy  and 
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hyppcrify.     Sach  invedives  appear  tb  me,  to 

be  beneath   the  dignity  of  a  True   Briton : 

The  excellence  of  our   conftitation,  indeed, 

will  juftify  an  high    degree  of  rcfcntrnent, 

againil  all  fach  as  would  deftroy  and  fubvert 

if    but  can  never  excufe  the  want  of  hiinia- 

and  of  charitable  allowances  to  the  fmil- 

f  human  nature  :  One  would  think  the 

ous  nature  of  the  Britijlj  conditution, 

\> ;  ich  is  calculated  for  the  growth  and  im- 

;\ementof  focial  affecflion,  ought  to  era- 

e  all  mean  and  revengeful  paffions,  dif- 

'  its  benign    iniiuence  in   t,v^vy\BritiJh 

,  and  inliead  of  animating  us  with  un-p 

f  [j.titablcnefs,  to  raife  us   to  a  noble  eleva- 

of  foul,  difpofing  us,   with  a  becoming 

y  and  grandeur,  to  do  the  utmoft  juf- 

to  the  virtues  even  of  its  enemies,  and" 

■  ^  to  disfigure   any  feeming  excellence  in 

This  was  the  pradice  of  the  brave  and 
lent  RomanSy  who,  as  we  may  learn  from 
ioveral  inftances,  feem  to  have  prided  them- 
felves,  in  doing  juftice  to  the  magnanitnity 
aric/  intrepidity  of  their  enemies,  and  honoured 
fucA  virtues  in  them,  with  the  freedom  of 
the  c'ty  of  Rome :  By  fuch  a  generous  and 
heroic  behaviour,  did  thefe  conquerors  of 
^he  world  conciliate  the  efteem  and  venera- 
tion of  fuch  as  they  conquered,  and  may  be 
faid  to  have  fubdued  the  nations,  as  iriucb, 
by  a  fublime  and  elevated  generofity,  as  bv 
C  Z  tlic 


(    12    ) 

the  ftrcngth  of  their  arms.  What  pity  is  it, 
that  that  heroic  fpirit  fliould  feem  extin- 
giiifhed  in  any  of  our  Britifi  fons  ?  or  that 
the  low  fpirit  of  malice  and  invecSive  (hould 
in  any  inftance  Oiew  itfelf?  The  rebels 
ought  to  be  regarded  by  us,  as  a  fet  of  men 
who  are  blind  to  their  own  happinefs,  whor^ 
we  punifli,  not  fi'om  principles  of  cruel.y 
and  revcKge,  but  thro*  compulfion  and  nc 
ceffiy^  tho*  they  have  their  faults,  th(  ; 
may  have  their  virtues  too  ;  and  tho*  v  :: 
punifli  them  as  rebels,  yet  we  ought  to  pit 
and  do  themjuftice  as  men. 

The  contrary  pradicc,  as  it  appears  to  - 
arrogant  and  prefumpluous,  and  unwort:  v 
the   fons  of  liberty,  fo  I  take  it  alfo  to  '  v 
un wife  and  impoUtic:  To  interpret,  v/ithc 
referve,  the  didates  of  one's  confcience, 
proceeding  from  criminal  or  malicious  igno- 
rance, and  to  conftrue  courage  and  intref  /*• 
dity,  vifibly  exerted,    into  invincible  obfl- 
nacy  and  hy'^ocrify,  tends  to  inflame  and  tx 
afperate  the  paffions  of  the  difaffefted,     "^^ 
heighten  their  refentments  againft  us,    and  lu 
perpetuate  their  oppofition.     All   men  are 
irritated   v/itb  fuch,  a$  make  haifh  conclu- 
iions  concerning  them,  and  cruelly  rob  them 
of  fuch  common  pleas,  as  humanity,  in  itspre- 
fent  ftate,  feems   to  have  a  natural  claim  to. 
Suchconftru(^ions  as  appear  to  them  tindured 
with  malice,  do  nothing  but  imbitter,  and 
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render  them  the  more  defperate  and  irre- 
claimable. 

The  condu<a  of  the  government  in  this 
refped,  is  plainly  direded  by  a  becoming 
prudence  and  ingenuity :  feverity  is  foftened 
with  humanity,  and  mercy  and  juftice  met 
•together.  Tho'  it  be  in  the  power  of  his 
Majefty  to  punifh,  with  the  utmoft  rigour, 
yet  he  chufes  to  indulge  the  didlates  of  cle- 
mency, and  thus  preferves  the  juft  decorum 
of  a  magnanimous  Prince. 

EJi  piger  ad  pcenas  princeps^  adprfmia  velo^. 

Fear  may  reftrain  mens  ouvert  ad:s ;  but 
without  gratitude,  which  can  only  be  excited 
by  clemency,  and  adls  of  generoiity,  it  can 
never  conquer  ^the  heart,  and  produce  the 
cordial  affections  of  love,  or  the  fentiments 
of  undifTembled  loyalty. 

How  criminal  foever  then  the  rebels  are, 
by  invading  our  moft  excellent  conftitution, 
yet  it  muft  be  ingenuoufly  confefTed  at  the 
fame  time,  that  virulent  refleftions,  bitter 
invedlives,  harfli  and  ungenerous  conflruc- 
tions,  can  never  be  juftificd  in  any  Britijh 
rfubjecft,  as  they  are  effentially  repugnant  to 
the  genius  of  the  Engli/h  government :  Tho' 
the  rebels  are  facrilcgioufly  willing  to  deftroy 
this  Jhcred  form ^  yet  by  reafon  of  her  benign 
difpofition,  flie  would  even  proted:  them 
from  the  envenomed  arrows  of  her  own  fub- 
jeds,  plum'd  with  riiean  revenge  and  malice. 
"    '  '     One 
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One  reafon  advanced  by  our  author^  to 
prove  Balmer'ino  highly  wicked,  invincibly 
obftinateand  hypocritical,  is  taken  from  the 
chimerical  and  monflroufly  abfurd  doftrine 
of  indefeafible  hereditary  right.  This  doc- 
trine, indeed,  to  my  thinking,  is  deftrudtive 
of  human  happinefs,  and  derogatory  to  the 
attributes  of  God,  as  our  author  exprefles  it ; 
but  I  don't  fee  how  I  can  fairly  from  thence 
conclude,  Balmerino\  behaviour  at  his  execu- 
tion, to  have  been  highly  wicked  and  hypo- 
critical. Tho'  men  are  born  with  the  fame 
natural  faculties  in  kind,  yet  there  is  a  vaft 
diverlity,  in  their  degrees  of  perfection  ;  fo 
that  what  appears  demonftrable  to  one  of  a 
fuperior  genius,  to  another  of  lefs  penetra- 
tion, feems  obfcure  or  doubtful.  Men  alfb 
do  often  contemplate  the  fame  objedl  in  dif- 
ferent points  of  view,  which  occafions  a  dif- 
cordancy  of  appearance.  The  circumftances 
of  education  are  like  wife  many  times  difl^- 
milar,  and  even  oppofite,  and  the  principles 
which  they  have  imbibed  from  their  infancy, 
with  a  religious  veneration,  are  frequently 
cohtradidtory :  their  interefts,  ties  and  obli- 
gations, and  confequently  their  paflions  and 
affedllons,  with  regard  to  the  objedls  of  them, 
are  alfo  extremely  diverljfy'd  ;  fo  that,  mo- 
rally fpeaking,  it  is  as  prepofterous  to  exped 
an  abfolute  uniformity  of  fentiment  amoxig 
mankind,  as  to  fee  an  abfolute  uniformity  of 
.  features  and  ^complexions :   the  laws  of  the 
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natural  and  moral  world,  won't  allow  us  to 
hope  for  either. 

Such  doftriifts  efpeclally,  as  are  exhibited 
to  us  as  facred  and  divine^  of  all  others,  are 
apteft  to  make  the  deepeft  and  the  moft  inde- 
lible impreflions,  on  the  foft  and  unfufpi* 
cious  minds  of  children  3  and  if,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  are  inculcated  by  perfons  whom 
we  efteem  and  reverence,  and  if  the  ideas  of 
lionour,  fortitude,  and  heroifm  are  annexed 
to  our  perfeverance  in  them,  in  ipite  of  all 
oppofition,  we  may  eafily  fuppofe  the  be- 
lief of  fuch  doftrines,  thro'  feveral  other  con- 
curring circumftances,  to  fettle  itfelf  into 
fuch  a  powerful  habit,  as  to  require  an  infi- 
nite deal  of  pains  to  conquer  it :  yea,  very 
poffibly,  the  arguments  offered  againft  it, 
may  appear  to  the  perfon  as  the  diftates  of  a 
licentious  fcepticifm,  rather  than  of  found 
reafon,  which  often  proves  a  great  obftacle 
againft  the  admiflion  of  truth.  Such  doc- 
trines therefore  as  have  been  inculcated  on  us^ 
in  our  infancy,  and  more  advanced  years, 
with  a  facred  and  religious  veneration,  to  in- 
ftance  only,  in  the  divine  hereditary  right  of 
Kings,  tho*  moft  abfurd  and  irrational  in 
themfelves,  fhall,  generally  fpeaking,  be  re- 
garded and  reverenced  by  men,  during  their 
whole  life  after,  to  the  negle<ft  and  contempt 
of  the  dodtrines  of  reafon,  and  found  pru- 
dence. Thus  we  have  known  men,  who 
have  been    born    and  brought   up    amidft 
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hideous  rocks,  mountains  and  precipices,- 
who  have  all  their  life-long  preferred  the 
places  of  their  nativity,  where  the  objedt  of 
fenfe  made  the  firft  impreffions  on  them, 
and  the  rugged  fcene  entertained  their  inno- 
cent, unexperienced  minds,  to  the  open 
lawns,  flowery  meadows,  and  fruitful  cham- 
pain  countries. 

When  a  particular  family  has  been  in  pof- 
feffion  of  regal  power  for  a  long  feries  of 
time,  fuch  is  the  nature  of  man^  and  the 
courie  of  things  in  this  world,  that  of  necef- 
fity,  if  the  reigns  of  the  feveral  Kings  have 
generally  been  but  indifferently  good,  they 
mufl  have  gained  a  very  extenfive  intereft-^ 
great  numbers  of  retainers  and  dependents, 
and  cpnciliated  the  affeflions  and  veneration 
of  vaft  multitudes  of  their  fubjedts :  Even 
antiquity  itfelf  becomes  an  objed:  of  venera- 
tion, and  in  all  cafes  has  a  powerful  influence. 
During  fuch  a  fucceffion  of  Kings,  as  the 
crown  is  the  fountain  of  honour,  the  nobi- 
lity, unlefs  fuch  as  are  very  antient,  muft 
have  received  their  titles  and  honours  from^ 
thence ;,  and  the  collateral  branches,  both  of 
the  antient  and  modern  great  families,  muft 
have  been  fignalized  wuth  marks  of  royal  fa- 
vour ;  many  of  the  gentry  muft  have  been 
nobilitate,  and  othei  wife  difliinguiflied ;  the 
Princes  and  Princefl^s  of  the  blood,  may  have 
married  m  the  great  families,  and  thro'  them, 
the  blood  royal  has  been  diffl.]fed  by  inter- 
j  marriages 
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marriages  with  the  gentry.  All  the  fami- 
lies of  diftindtion  muft  have  ferved,  both  in 
civil  and  military  employments,  and  poffibly 
may  have  acquitted  themlelves  with  honour, 
and  obtained  laurels  under  their  refpedtive 
Sovereigns.  By  this  means  a  community  of 
interefts  has  been  eftabliflicd  among  all  ranks 
and  degrees,  and  confolidated  by  all  the  ties 
of  honour,  gratitude,  affedtion  and  blood  j 
for,  with  refped:  to  the  common  people,  as 
merit  muft  have  raifed  many  particulars  to 
places  of  honour  and  truft,  fo  generally  they 
readily  enter  into  the  fentiments,  views,  and 
interefts  of  their  fupcriors,  and  will  be  for- 
ward on  all  occafions  to  defend  their  honours, 
preheminenccs  and  eftates;  efpecially  if  ani- 
mated by  a  loyal  and  popular  clergy.  And 
when  once  a  ipirit  of  loyalty  has  become 
habitual,  and  the  genius  and  complexion  of 
a  ftate  thus  formed,  it  muft  be  a  work  of 
time  wholly  to  new  model  it  ;  for  natural 
habits  are  more  obftinate  than  thofe  of  par- 
ticular perfons,  as  they  are  fupported  by  fuch 
an  extenfive  unity  of  power,  intereft,  and 
focial  affedion. 

When  therefore  a  revolution  happens  in 
fuch  a  ftate,  and  a  new  family  comes  to  be 
in  pofleffion  of  the  regal  power,  there  muft 
of  neceflity,  from  the  conftitution  of  human 
affairs,  if  the  antient  family  ftill  lays  claim 
to  the  crown,  be  many  perfons  in  fuch  a 
D  numerous 
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numerous  fociety  as  is  fuppofed^  who  will 
be  difpofed  to  look  with  an  eye  of  affection 
and  commiferation,  to  the  immediate  de- 
fcendants  of  their  antient  Kings.  Pity  will 
even  take  fometimes  place  of  refentment  ; 
fentiments  of  gratitude  for  favours  received, 
will  be  apt  to  operate;  the  ideas  of  loyalty, 
which  they  have  been  taught  religioufly  to 
annex  to  a  lineal  fucceffion,  will  be  ready 
to  revive  ;  and  the  ties  of  confanguinity  and 
blood  will  put  in  their  plea ;  efpecially  if  e:: 
cited  by  promifes  of  faccour  from  a  foreign 
power.  And  as  the  generality  of  mankind, 
are  much  difpofed  to  prefer  former  things  to 
the  prcfent,  they  will  contemplate  the  v^rps 
of  their  antient  Kings,  with  a  more  zeaiv  ; 
affedion,  than  the  prefent  times,  altho'  i:. 
many  refpeds  vaftly  inferior  to  them.  St.^fc 
are  the  deludino  prejudices  and  prepoffei. 
ons  human  nature  is  fubjedt  to  :  however, 
the  hiftory  of  all  ages  confirms  the  power  and 
influence  of  them ;  and  this,  I  think,  may 
go  a  good  way  to  account  for  the  firft  and 
laft  rebellion  in  Scotland,  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  fpirit  will  at  laft  be  wholly  conjured 
down,  in  that  part  of  the  Britijh  dominions ; 
but  time  is  the  mother  of  all  things :  when 
any  body,  whether  natural  or  politic,  has 
been  oncfe  intenfely  heated,  it  requires  a 
proportionable  fl\icc  to  recover  a  moderate 
temper. 

And 
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And  here  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  I  can  by  no  means  '£:>  naturally 
account  for  the  remains  of  yacobitifm  in  E^/j*- 
landy  as  among  the  Scotch.  James  the  Firjl 
was  no  native  of  England^  any  more  than 
the  prefent  reigning  family  3  he  was  at  beft 
but  a  weak  Prince,  and  his  reign  ferved  al- 
moft  to  no  other  purpofe,  but  as  a  foil,  to 
fet  ofF  the  luftre  ef  that  of  his  predeccffbr  ; 
[•.t  certainly  alfo  endeavoured  to  heighten  the 
iiotions  of  fovereignty  and  prerogative,  be- 
yond what  the  Kings  of  Engla?2d  before  him 
had  done.  I  could  willingly  pafs  over  the 
times  of  King  Charles  the  Firji^  the  blunders 
of  whofe  reign  were  only  expiated  by  his  own 
blood,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution. 
And  what  can  be  faid  by  any  true  Englijh- 
man^  in  praife  of  the  reign  of  his  fon,  tho* 
recalled  from  exile,  with  almoft  a  mad,  a$ 
veil  as  extravagant  joy.  And  King  James, 
the  Second  forfeited  his  crown,  by  the  moft 
flagrant  invafions  on  the  conftitution,  and  a, 
downright  breach  of  his  coronation  oath. 
An  Englijh  Jacobite  therefore  appears  to  me 
a  moft  extraordinary  phenomenon  in  the  po-r 
litical  wofld  :  he  feems  to  be  an  effedl  with- 
out a  clufe,  unlefs  he  is  bribed  to  it,  by  ^ 
latent  intereft,  which  leads  him  on,  if  not 
prevented,  to  murder  our  BritiJI:  liberties/ 
If  the  flock  proves  like  the  fample,  we  may 
be  morally  certain,  the  confequence  would 
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not  have  been  much  otherwife,  if  the  young 
Italian  had  fncceeded. 

But  to  return  to  x^ux author.  To  fupport  the 
charge  of  invincible  obftinacy  and  hypocrify 
againft  Balmerim,  he  reafons  from  the  ex- 
cellency of  our  conftitution,  and  the  happy 
effeflsof  the  prefent  government.  I  acknow- 
ledge the  truth  of  the  premifTts ;  but  cannot 
fo  readily  join  ifliie  with  him,  in  the  infe- 
rence he  makes  from  them.  Mr.  Fo/ier  ac- 
quaints us,  when  he  converfed  with  Lo:d 
Kilmarnock  on  the  confequenccs  of  the  z- 
bellion,  and  reprefented  to  him,  that  its  i  \  ■ 
tural  tendency  was  the  fubverfion  of  c... 
conftitution,  and  the  introdudion  of  arbitrary 
power  :  That  his  Lordfhip  faid,  ''  That  he 
*^  had  confidered  that  as  a  thing  pofTiblej  : :. 
*'  at  moft  asaremotely  probable  confequei; 
*'  and  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  thing,  . 
"  clofely  connedled  with  the  fuccefs  of  ... 
*'  rebellion,  as  was  generally  imagined  ^  that 
*'  he  thought  that  the  experience,  which  the 
"  family  of  the  Stuarts  had  had  of  the  ill 
^^  effeds  of  making  any  violent  attacks  upon 
*^  the  conftitution,  would  make  them  cavi- 
**  tious  and  deliberate ;  or  hoped,  that  the 
*^  invincible  fpirit  of  Britijh  liberty,  would 
*'  render  all  fuch  attempts  unfuccefsful." 
And  why  may  not  Lord  Balmerino  be  al- 
lowed to  have  been  honeftly  of  the  fame 
fcntiments,  and  to  have  believed,  tho'  erro- 
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neoufly,  that  the  conftitation  would  be  in 
no  great  danger  from  a  revohition  ?  Lord 
Kilmarnock  remained  in  that  opinion  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  trial,  when  he  had 
time  and  leifure  to  think  cooly  and  delibe- 
rately, and  good  opportunities  of  being  un- 
deceived ;  tho'  he  had  been  carefully  edu- 
cated in  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  was  a 
man  of  learning  ;  neither  of  which  can  be 
afferted  of  Balmerim  :  He  came  only  to  fee 
the  falfity  of  his  fentiments  a  little  before  his 
execution. 

To  fupport  his  charge,  our  author  alfo 
enumerates  the  cruelties  and  depredations 
committed  by  the  rebels,  in  the  profecution 
of  their  fcheme,  whereof  Balmerino  mu ft  in- 
deed be  allowed  to  have  been  an  acceflary. 
Every  confiderate  perfon  will  acknowledge,  ^ 
that  when  cruelties  and  depredations  m.uft 
neccrflarily  attend  the  execution  of  any  fcheme, 
one  had  need  to  be  well  advifed  of  the  juf- 
tice  and  expediency  of  the  projecfl,  before  he 
erribarks  in  it ;  for  no  perfon  of  common 
humanity,  would  chufe  to  ftied  blood,  or  to 
bring  ravage  and  defolati'on  on  his  fellow- 
creatures,  unlefs  the  goodnefs  and  juftice  of 
of  the  caufe  didmanifeftly  authorize  it.  The 
law  itfelf,  however  inexorable  it  may  be, 
would  not  put  criminals  to  death,  unlefs  the 
prefervation  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of 
Others  rendered  it  neceffary  :  Neither  would 
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any  wife  ftate  ever  make  war  upon  another, 
unlefs  from  profpefts  of  advantage,  which 
cannot  be  otherwife  fccured  or  obtained, 
and  which  may  be  fufficient  to  countervail 
all  the  miferies  attending  it. 

I  fhall  very  readily  grant  alfo,  that  even 
the  eftablifhment  of  riglot  itfelf,  will  not  in 
every  cafe  juftify  the  aflertion  of  it  :  I  fhall, 
for  argument-fake ,  allow  the  Chevalier'^ 
right  to  the  crown  to  be  good  ;  yet,  when  I 
confider,  that  his  reltoration  to  the  exercife 
of  it,  would  be  moft  vigoroufly  oppofed  by 
the  generality  of  the  Britijh  nation,  and  by 
all  the  Proteftant  Powers  of  Europe  at  leaft  ; 
when  I  reflefl:  on  the  carnage  that  mufl  ac- 
company it,  and  of  the  dangers  to  which  our 
conftitution,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  muft 
neceffarily  be  expofed  ;  I  fliall  never  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  rights  of  any  fingle  family, 
let  them  be  what  they  will,  can  be  a  fuffi- 
cient warrant  for  me,  to  plunge  my  country 
in  blood  and  confufion,  and  to  entail  flavery 
and  deftrudtion  upon  her,  for  God  knows 
how  long.  The  rights  and  profperity  of  any 
particular  family,  in  my  eftimation,  cannot 
compenfate  the  defolation  of  a  whole  date, 
or  be  weighed  in  the  balance  with  the  ex- 
cellencies of  the  Britifid  conftitution  ;  for  I 
don't  much  admire  that  romantic  philofophy 
which  afferts,  that  rigiot  ought  to  be  done, 
tho*  the  Heavens  themfelves  Ihould  go  to 
wreck.  But 
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But  to  fpeak  ferioufly,  the  difmal  confe- 
quences  that  muft  neceflarily  attend  the  vin- 
dicating and  affcrting  this  right,  and  the  re- 
ftoring  it  to  life  and  motion,  are  invincible 
proofs  to  me,  that  in  reality  it  can  be  no  right 
at  all,  but  only  a  mere  jeliiitical  chimera,  a 
fairy  fine  fpun  notion,  or  a  metaphyfical 
cobwreb.  I  never  (hall  believe,  that  God  has 
given  any  man  a  right  to  enflave  his  creatures, 
and  to  deftroy  the  works  of  his  hands ;  for 
it  would  be  as  good  fenfc  to  fay,  that  a  man 
iias  a  divine  right  to  play  the  Devil .-  And  I 
hope,  that  in  Great  Britain^  every  pretence 
lO  the  crown  (hall  in  fadl  be  found  to  be  vain 
nnd  chimerical,  unlefs  founded  upon  the  con- 
f  mt  and  voice  of  the  people ;  otherwife  what 
dreadful  havock  muft  enfue  ? 

As  to  the  cruelties  and  depredations  which 
;:tended  the  late  rebellion,  Balmerino  pvo" 
bably  confidered  them,  as  the  neceffary  and 
unavoidable  confequences  of  ajuft  war.  All 
cafuijis  will  own  in  general,  that  many  things, 
which  in  times  of  peace,  would  be  deemed 
adts  of  cruelty  and  opprefljon,  are  juftifiable 
in  the  profecution  of  a  war  5  and  particu- 
larly to  weaken  and  diftrefs  the  enemy,  which 
is  one  of  the  great  politicks  of  war  :  The 
maxims  of  war,  and  thofe  of  peace  are  wide- 
ly different.  War- is  mofi:  certainly  the  God^ 
defs  of  jicentioufnefs,  and  rapine  and  defola- 
tion  are  always  in  her  train;  and  therefore 
2  her 


(24) 

her  ftandard  ought  never  to  be  difplayed,  but 
in  cafes  of  the  laft  extremity,  and  when  all 
other  means  have  proved  unfuccefsful.  We 
may  prefume,  that  Balmerino  looked  on  war 
as  the  laft  rejource^  for  the  reftoration  of  in- 
jured right.  As  he  was  naturally  of  an  open, 
noble,  and  generous  difpofition,  the  ideas  of 
loyalty  and  right  appeared  to  him,  as  they  al- 
ways muft  do  to  great  minds ^  as  objedls  of 
the  higheft  veneration,  and  moft  command- 
ing authority.  Unhappily  indeed  for  him, 
by  the  influence  of  education,  cuftom,  habit, 
and  example,  he  had  connected  thefcyiz/r 
and  lovely  ideas ^  with  the  hereditary  and  in- 
defeafible  right  of  a  particular  family,  which 
had  been  dignified  with  regal  power  for  many 
generations  j  and  when  ideas  have  been  thus 
affociated,  tho*,  in  reality,  the  aflbciation  is 
abfurd  and  unnatural,  it  has  been  often  be- 
yond the  power  of  great  men,  to  dijflblve  the 
inchantment,  and  confider  the  ideas  abftradlly, 
and  as 'they  are  in  their  own  nature.  The 
^celebrated  Mr.  Bayle,  a  man  of  a  moft  noble 
and  comprehenfive  genius,  who  had  been 
obliged  to  take  fandluary  in  a  neighbouring 
republick,  to  avoid  the  effeds  of  arbitrary 
power  in  his  native  country ;  yet  remained, 
to  the  day  of  his  death,  in  a  full  perfaafion 
of  the  lineal  and  hereditary  right  of  Kings  ; 
which  indeed  is  a  prodigy  in  one  of  luch  a 
comprehenfive  genius,  and  freedom  of  thought 
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on  all  other  fubjedts.  Virtue  appearF^  to  all 
honeft  and  generous  minds,  as  the  mod  ve- 
nerable and  amiable  thing  in  the  world.  When 
the  ideas  of  virtue  are  therefore  blended  with 
ideas  wherewithal  they  have  no  connexion 
in  the  nature  of  things ;  when  thefe  hete- 
rogeneous images,  by  means  of  cuftom  and 
confirmed  habit,  have  always  appeared  to  the 
mind  in  conjund:ion,  and  conflantly  and  in-* 
ieparably  united  ;  then  it  is  that  the  delufiort 
becomes  ftrorig,  and  operates  with  what  may 
be  called  a  magic  force;  for  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  t"he  habitual  indulgence  of  any  vice  or 
crime  would  be  imprafticable,  and  infup- 
portable  by  creatures  of  our  make,  were  it 
not  that  moral,  virtuous  and  focial  ideas,  are 
perpetually  corineded  with  them.  The  ideas 
of"  honefty,  fidelity  and  generofity,  which 
are  fometimes  found,  even  amongft  a  bahd 
of  highwaymen,  relieve  their  minds,  and 
difguife  the  malignity  of  their  crimes. 
^  1  fhall  here  only  obfcive  in  pafiing,  that 
iince  ttxtmvc  often  feduced  by  education,  to 
the  commiiHon  of  crimes  ^gaiqfl .  the  ftate^ 
and  as  theaffgcaations  of  ideas  thereby  formed, 
are  extremely  difficult  to' be  diflblved  after- 
wards, the  educations  of  youth  is  juftly  enti- 
tuled  to  the  care  and  infpedion  of  the  legifla- 
ture.  There  have  been  wife  legiflators,  by 
whofe  inftiiutions  children  have  been  regard^^ 
ed  and  treated  as  the  children  of  the  ftafe, 
>    *  E  and 
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and  educated  at  the  publick-^xpence  :  And 
wer€  any  thing  of  this  tiature  to  be  efta- 
blifhed  among  us,  th^  utmoft  precaution 
would  be  requifite,  to  employ  fuch  inftruc- 
tors  only  as  were  fit  for  the  purpofe ;  fuch 
as  would  be  careful  to  prevent  early  unnatu- 
ral affociations  of  ideas ;  men  of  generous 
and  liberal  education,  and  of  the  pureft  mo- 
rals, detached  from  the  mifchievous  fpirit  of 
party,  both  civil  and  religious,  and  whole' 
great  care  might  be  to  form  the  mind  to. 
virtue,  and  the  love  of  their  country :  By 
this  means  (late  crimes,  arifing  from  educa- 
tion, might  be  prevented.  The  happy  coh'^ 
fequences  of  fuch  an  eftablifliment,  under 
wife  and  generous  regulations,  are  hardly  to 
be  conceived  :  With  refpedt  to  the  policy  .of 
it,  the  "Jejuits  have  largely  experienced  its 
influence  and  importance. 

Our  author  further  aflerts,  that  fuch  argu- 
ments as  would  vindicate  Lord  Bdmerino'^ 
from  the  charge  of  invincible  obftinacy,  muft 
alfo  juftify  all  the  cruelties  and  barbarities  of 
the  court  of  inquifition.  I  cannot  fee  thig 
confequence  to  be  juft,  in  its  full  extent: 
Such  among  the  Roman  Catholicks,  as  hav^ 
been  carefully  and  induftrioufly  educated  in 
grofs  ignorance  j  whofe  eyes  are  clofed  by 
their  fpiritual  guides,  and  who  believe  only 
as  the  church,  that  is,  as  their  clergy  teach 
them  to  believe,  tho'  naturally  they  may  be 
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of  humane  and  merciful  difpofitions  :  yet, 
being  affured,  and  over-perfuaded  by  their 
ghoftly  fathers,  that  Hereticks  are  no  better 
than  Deicides,  and  hellifh  Monfters,  they 
may  be  fo  myfterioully  deluded  and  infatua- 
ted, as  to  look  upon  hecatombs  of  hereticks, 
as  facrifices  acceptable  to  God.  They  follow 
the  didates  of  confcience,  and  are  therefore 
iincere  ;  and  becaufe  of  their  invincible  igno- 
rance, all  charitable  allowances  are  to  be 
made  them  :  but  woe  to  thefe  wretches  and 
mifcreants,  who  are  the  authors  of  this  brutal 
ignorance,  who  know  the  cheat,  and  who 
make  ufe  of  it,  only  to  fill  their  infatiable 
coffers.  If  there  be  a  God  in  Heaven,  his 
fury  muft  reft  upon  them. 

BalmerinOy  by  all  appearances,  feems  to 
have  been  a  plain  honeft  blunt  man,  delud- 
ed by  education  and  prejudice  3  and  'tis  pity 
fuchablock  oi  Parian  mar  If /eh^d  not  received 
the  polifhing  of  fome  liberal  and  ingenious 
hand,  it  might  have  been  fashioned  into  a 
beautiful  pillar  of  the  conftitution  ;  but  it 
was  fo  unfortunate  as  to  remain  in  its  native 
rudenefs.  Courage  and  refohition  he  was 
certainly  endowed  withal  ;  and  tho'  they  do 
not  properly  belong  to  the  virtues,  as  they 
are  often  conftitutional,  yet  they  are  fre- 
quently the  great  fupports  of  virtue,  and 
give  it  a  venerable  appearance.  Thofe  who 
fny  that  his  courage  was  affeded,  feem  to 
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advance  an  unfolvable  paradox;  for  it  cer- 
tainly requires  as  much  fortitude,  and  pre- 
fence  of  mind,  to  fupprefs  all  the  fymptoms 
of  fear,  when  one  is  thoroughly  (hocked  and 
terrified,  as  to  conquer  the  fear  of  death  it- 
felf :  and  tho*  courage  and  intrepidity  depends 
much  on  the  conftitution,  yet  I  doubt  very 
much,  whether  that  muft  not  even  fail  a 
man,  on  the  point  of  fuffering  a  tragical- 
death,  unlefs  fupported  by  confcious  fince- 
rity,  or  ftrcng  artificial  antidotes. 

No  mortal  can  look  into  the  fecret  receffes 
of  the  foul,  or  diftindly  view  the  real  fprings 
of  human  adions.  It  is  the  prerogative  of 
God  alone  to  judge  the  heart ;  and  therefore 
it  muft  be  prefumptious  to  afcribe  the  beha- 
viour of  Lord  BrJmerino  to  invincible  obfti- 
nacy  and  hypocrify,  when  it  may  be  reafon- 
ably  imputed  to  other  caufes  of  a  more  inno- 
cent nature.  Had  the  great  Mr.  C6////«ff- 
wQrib  died  in  the  principles  of  popery,  before 
his'  eyes  w^re  opened,  v/hich  is  a  fuppofable 
Cafe^  would  it  not  be  deemed  uncharitable  to 
fay,  that  he  died  invincibly  obftinate  and  hy- 
pocritical ?  And  who  knows,  but  Lord  Bal^ 
.merino y  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  an  un- 
natural death,  might  have  feen  his  error,  as 
that  great  man  did  afterwards.  Balmerino 
was  a  man,  who,  by  all  accounts,  fincerely 
believed  the  principles  of  chriftianity ;  and 
who  will  venture  to  be  fo  dogmatical  as  to 
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affert,  that  the  belief  of  the  indefeafible  right 
of  Kings,    muft  neceffarily  cut  off  a   man 
from  all  the  hopes  and  affurance,  which  a 
confcious  fincerity  in  that  religion  infpires  ? 
In  fine,  Balmerim,  tho*  a  rough  man,  had  a 
mind  capable  of  fublime  fentiment  ;  what 
could  be  more  noble,  more  humane  and  ge- 
nerous, than  his  compliments  to  Lord  Kil^ 
pjarnock,  immediately  before  his  execution  ? 
*•  I  am  forry,  my  Lord,  to  have  your  com- 
•*  pany  in  this  expedition,  and  that  I  cannot 
"  pay  this  reckoning  alone."     This  is  not 
the  language  of  a  mean,    favage  and  cruel 
heart,  but  worthy  even  of  the  great  heroes 
of  antiquity.     Let  therefore  his  aihes  remain 
undifturbed,  and  let  us  freely  own,  that  he 
was  a  brave,  refolute,    intrepid  man,  who, 
by  a  fatal  unhappy  jfincerity,  in  the  belief  and 
obligation  of  mifchievous  and  erroneous  prin- 
ciples, obliged  his  country,  from  invincible 
reafons  of  ftate,  with  reludlant  and  compaf- 
fionate  hearts,  to  offer  him  up  a  facrifice  to 
publickjuftice. 

Thus  I  have  cpnfidered  Lord  Ba/merim's 
behaviour  purely  in  a  philofophical  light, 
without  regard  to  the  fentiments  of  any 
party,  further  than  the  nature  of  fuch  a  dif- 
quifition  required  5  and  whether  I  have  en- 
tered into  the  true  caufes  of  this  phenome- 
non in  the  moral  world,  I  humbly  fubmit 
to  your   better  judgment  :    And  as  familiar 
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letters  arc  to  be  fuppofed  itnmethodicaj,  loofe 
and  inaccurate,  your  candour  and  ingenuity 
gives  me  reafon  to  hope,  th^it  this  Epi/iolafy 
EJJay  {hall  be  entituled  with  you,  to  all  fuch 
indulgencies  as  the  nature  of  it  requires.  I 
am,  with  all  becoming  refpedl, 

Tours^  &c. 


FINIS. 
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